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Eric’s Ethereal Cereal

One of my favorite scripture verses is found in the Book of Psalms. | have to admit that it became one
of my favorites after | first heard/read it through the lens of Eugene Peterson’s redeemed imagination
in The Message. Oh! Teach us to live well! Teach us to live wisely and well! Psalm 90:12 MSG. Thus,
this kind of begs the question, “How wisely and well have | lived these precious days of life — so far —
O God?”

Well, as it is for me in my 16 years of ministry and almost 59 years of life, there have been, and still
are, many moments of mountain-top joys. Just as, on occasion, there have been some experiences |
would describe as valley-of-the-shadow-of-death, with a sprinkle of pain and grief. But as | reflect on
the gift of these years of life and ministry, | am stunned at the richness of the relationships and
experiences that have been mine. | know these have come my way only by the grace of God. In fact,
Henri Nouwen reminds us of the necessity of “being versus doing”. Being often begins in waiting and
listening — (just like this time of Advent.) Nouwen wrote:

There is a beautiful story in the Old Testament where the prophet stands at the mouth of a cave, and
the Lord is passing. There is thunder, and the Lord is not in the thunder. There is an earthquake, and
the Lord is not in the earthquake. There is fire, and the Lord is not in the fire. Then there is the still,
small voice, and the Lord is in that voice. (I Kings 19: 11-13) The voice is very sensitive. It can be
very quiet. It is sometimes hard to hear. But the voice of love is already in you. You may have already
heard it. Start trying to hear that voice. Get quiet and spend some time trying to hear it. Listen. It says,
“I love you,” and calls you by name. It says, “Come, come. Follow me.”

As we close this calendar year together with Jesus, | invite you (again) to join me in following Jesus’
example ... what Henri Nouwen pointed to as the three essential disciplines/practices we see in
Jesus’ life (see Luke 6:12-19); practices which still hold the promise of being used by God in shaping
us as Jesus’ disciples. Luke reminds us how Jesus “practiced” or “made space for God” regularly
through solitude, community, and compassionate service. Jesus certainly lived wisely and

well. Bishop Will Willimon reminds us that as followers of Jesus, we are constantly being shaped as
his disciples. This shaping work was named by John Wesley as he moved from this life into the next
chapter. He marked that transition with the words, “The best of all is GOD is with us.” Some might
say these were his last words, “The End,” but as Willimon notes:



We use ‘the end” in at least two ways. End means “final”—the last chapter of the story, when the
game is over, the last breath, finis. End can also mean telos, “purpose”—the result of our work, the
meaning of the story, the goal of our efforts, the point of it all, our ultimate destination.

The hymn-writer, Richard Gillard, offers us a precious reminder as our journey with Jesus continues. |

share his gift words with you as a blessing.

We are pilgrims on a journey
We’re together on this road

We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load

I will hold the Christ light for you

In the night time of your fear

I will hold my hand out to you

Speak the peace you long to hear

I will weep when you are weeping

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you

I will share your joy and sorrow

Till we’ve seen this journey through........

Blessings and Peace!

Pastor Eric
CHURCH STAFF Small Groups
Bible Study is held on Sunday mornings at
Pastor Rev. Eric Marshburn 10am.
Office Manager Jennifer Ruppe , ,
Financial Secretary Janet Atkins Book club will resume on January 8. They will

Director of Music Jeane Watson
Church Office Hours
Tuesday through Friday, 9am - 12noon

Worship Assistants

Doug Pryor
Pam Carpenter

Liturgist
Greeter

be reading “Separation of Church and Hate” by
John Fugelsang.
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SHepppy NEW YEAR

You crown the year with Your goodness,
And Your paths drip with abundance.
PSALM 65:11



CHURCH NEWS

Frankful Fridays

The Frankful Friday Crew will be sharing a free
hotdog meal on the second and fourth Fridays
of each month (January 9 and 23). We will be
set up at 12 noon.

Saturday Night aLive
will be on Saturday,
January 24 at 6:30pm.
Mark your calendars to
come and join us for a
night of food, games,
and fun. Start
spreading the word!

lSalur(Ia) =
Night aLive

Community Meal

Come join our volunteers as we are hosting a
Drive Thru Meal on Wednesday, January 21 at
5pm. We will be serving soup. Contact Bill
McDaniel if you would like to help.

"Stronger Together" Community Worship
Service will be Sunday, January 25th at 11 am.
This joyful interracial and interdenominational
worship experience with the "Sounds of Unity"
combined choir will be held at R-S Central High
School Auditorium.

Upper Room Devotionals

If you would like an Upper Room

Devotional mailed to you, please email or call
the church office.

Dear Spindale UMC,

Thank you for all your kindness and the
Christmas bonuses this year. We look forward
to continuing the work of the church for many
years, Happy New Year!

With much appreciation,

Your Church Staff

L 2026 Church Directory
We would like to have

= everyone’s updated
ChUYCh contact information for the

deQC‘(’OYy new 2026 directory.

UPda-{-e Please complete a form
located on the table

across from the church office. You can return
it to the church office, put it in with the offering
plate, or you may email the church office. You
only need to complete a form if you have any
changes. The deadline for submitting changes
is January 25.

Contribution Statements

You may pick up your 2025 end of year
contribution statements at the back of the
sanctuary.

The Spindale UMC Basketball Team
Game Schedule at the Larry Ross Gym in
Forest City.

January 5, 6pm
January 6, 8pm
January 8, 7pm
January 13, 8pm
January 15, 7pm
January 26, 6pm



HOMEBOUND
MEMBER OF THE MONTH

Franklin and Joan Smith
Brookdale, Room 206
493 Piney Ridge Rd
Forest City, NC 28043

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH

We are collecting cans
of food and monetary
donations for the
“Souper Bowl of
Caring”. All proceeds
will go to Yokefellow
Service Center to assist
in their ministries.

COMMUNITY NEEDS

Yokefellow — Canned Beans (Pinto, Black, or
Navy beans)

Grace of God — individual cans of Vienna
sausage, beanie weenies, potted meat, packs
of peanut butter crackers, gallons of canned
vegetables.

December Community Meal

Prayer Requests

David Solomon
Bryson - Grandson of Adrienne Miceli-Trask
David Solomon

Jack Bridges

The Family of Javan Calton - Uncle of Lynn
Wall

Barbara Higgins

Jessica Shuck — Daughter in law to Jeri Shuck
Patti Deviney

Bobby Miller - Father of friend of Jeanette
Klutts Crain

Tony Marshburn - Eric's dad

Adrienne Miceli-Trask — Friend of PJ Roehling
Carolyn Young

Tim McBrayer

Bill Metcalf

Jimmy Johnson

Johnny Hopkins

Mark Ralls

Charles Clute

Tommie White

Lynne Potter

Wade Ogle Jr - Friend of the Bridges

Kenny Cole - Brother of Stephanie Higgins
Lisa Moore - Sister of Jeri Shuck

David Wiseman - Cousin of Jeane

Gina Gold - Friend of Brooke Watson

Bobby Stone — Brother of Tommie White
Thadd Hodge - Nephew of Jeanette and Lucille
Michelle Gillis - Friend of John and Stephanie
Higgins



Happy Birthday

Kathy Cabaniss
Amy Lewis
Jeane Watson
Dot Abrams
Emily Walters
Stephanie Long
Peggy Marsh
Betty Lyle
Marty Caldwell
Andrew Watson
Brynn Walker
Nancy Womack
Lael Toms
Sharon Tomblin
Eric Marshburn
Dee McBrayer
Tony Hamrick
Rachel Roberson

Steve Owens
Bill Howard

Christmas Calroling 2025

LAST MONTH

November 30

In Person Attendance

Online Reach

Budget Offering

YTD Giving to Budget

YTD Needed to meet budget
December 7

In Person Attendance

Online Reach

Budget Offering

YTD Giving to Budget

YTD Needed to meet budget
December 14

In Person Attendance

Online Reach

Budget Offering

YTD Giving to Budget

YTD Needed to meet budget
December 21

In Person Attendance

Online Reach

Budget Offering

YTD Giving to Budget

YTD Needed to meet budget
December 28

In Person Attendance

Online Reach

Budget Offering

YTD Giving to Budget

YTD Needed to meet budget
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41

419
2,455.00
151,589.97
209,568.00

50

466
5,890.00
156,149.97
213,934.00

46

423
5,915.00
162,034.97
218,300.00

41

450
2,610.00
164,299.97
222,666.00

32

389
6,102.00
TBA
TBA




-

Agape Faily Nigh

Daisy Chain Reviva



